
The Labor Movement 

 
I.  __________ organize 
 
    A.   Workers faced a list of problems including… 
 
          1.  10-12 hour days 
 
          2.  No _______ days 
 
          3.  ___________ and unhealthy working conditions 
 
          4.  Low _________ 
 
          5.  Dull, repetitive jobs 
 
    B.  Workers formed  ___________   ________________ to negotiate with 
business owners for better working conditions.    
 
II.  The _________   
 
    A.  _____________     _____________, a labor leader, founded a 
national organization of unions called the _________________   
_____________ of ___________________ (1886) 
 
          1.  They wanted to use __________________ _________________   
(negotiations) to talk to employers about their demands.      
 
          2.  They sought by and large to avoid  ______________. 
 
 
      B.    Strikes were successful sometimes and sometimes they could turn 
__________.  
 
      C.  The _____________    _________________ (1892) turned violent, 
leaving multiple people dead.   
 
 
 
 
(turn over) 
 
 
 
 



Labor union critical thinking 
Note:  Please use at least 2 strong sentences to complete each one. 

 
     1.   Do you feel that labor unions are a positive idea or a negative idea?   Why?    
 
 
 
 
     2.  Why might bosses not like labor unions?      
 
 
 
     
     3.   What are 2 observations you have about the political cartoon on the screen?   What is the 
main point it is seeking to make?  
 
 
     
     
    4.  Complete this simile of labor unions, choosing to compare them to an appropriate object in 
life.    Then, explain your metaphor.    
 
                   a.  Labor unions were like a  _____________________________.     
 
                  b.  Explain your simile above:   
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
    5.  Are labor unions necessary in the U.S. in 2019 or are working conditions so good that they 
are no longer needed?  Why or why not?  

 
 

 
  
            


